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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MNUC 

SUBJECT: NPG: PROPOSED POSTPONEMENT OF MINISTERIAL 
MEETING 

REF: STATE 265519 

1 . SINCE MINISTER OF DEFENSE LEBER WAS ALREADY IN 
MANNHEIM WHERE HE WILL BE ALL WEEK IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SPD PARTY CONGRESS, I SAW STATE SECRETARY MANN THIS 
MORNING TO CONVEY THE POINTS IN PARAGRAPH 4 OF REFTEL. 
AFTER A SHORT DELAY, HE WAS ABLE TO REACH LEBER ON A 
SPECIAL TELEPHONE CONNECTION. LEBER'S REACTION WAS TO 
EXPRESS HIS GREAT UNDERSTANDING OF OUR SPECIAL REASONS 
FOR PROPOSING A POSTPONEMENT OF THE NPG MINISTERIAL. HE 
TOO FELT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT ONLY DEFENSE MINISTERS 
ATTEND NPG MEETINGS. ACCORDINGLY, HE AGREED TO THE POST- 
PONEMENT. DISCUSSION OF A NEW DATE AND VENUE COULD 

TAKE PLACE SUBSEQUENTLY. 

2. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, MANN SAID HE COULD FORESEE 
SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES WITH THE SUGGESTED DECEMBER 8 DATE 
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HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR THAT DATE. 
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